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^ Vn the united states patent and trademark office 
70^° 

APPKLgANT^: Farquhar et al . GROUP ART UNIT: 210 9 

,111625 w J 

SERIAL J^a?/: 08/818,520 EXAMINER: 

FILINCStekTE: March 14, 1997 ATTY. DOCKET NO.: P97,0500-R 

: "PCMCIA STANDARD MEMORY CARD FRAME" 

Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

PETITION TO OBTAIN FILING DATE 

SIR: 

In response to the Notice to File Missing Parts of 
Application, Applicants petition the Patent Office to assign U.S. 
Serial No. 08/818,520 a filing date of March 14, 1997. Applicants 
submit that all formal requirements including the drawings were 
submitted at the time the application was filed. 

As evidence of the same, Applicants attach hereto a copy of 
the date-stamped return postcard received from the Patent Office 
that identifies each of the items filed with this application. 
Applicants note that a re-issue application was filed that included 
the application itself in its "single-column" format. In addition, 
a copy of U.S. Patent No. 5,387,857 was filed with this application 
as shown by the date-stamped return postcard, a copy of which is 
attached hereto as Exhibit A. Since no changes to the drawings were 
required, U.S. Patent No. 5,387,857 was submitted with the intent 
to meet the drawing requirement under 37 CFR §1.174. The MPEP 



clearly states in Sec. 1413 that "the drawings of the oric^i|al 

§§§ 

patent may be used in lieu of new drawings, provided th^: no 



alteration whatsoever is to be made in the drawings, including 
canceling an entire sheet." (See MPEP, Sec. 1413 Rev. 2, July^- 996 / 
page 1400-6, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit Bd) 

UJ 

For further reference by the Patent Office, ApplicantgSjf^- 

"■•>•«. *• 

SSS 
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submit a pLtocopy of the drawings fro, the original patent for use 

with this re- issue application. 

App licants further eub.it the petition fee of S130.00 as 
required under 37 CFR S1.17(i) . Sinoe the application was complete 
upon filing. Applicants request the Patent Office to refund the 
petition fee. 

Further, Applicants submit the parent of a surcharge of. 
$130 00 in compliance with 37 CFR 11.27. Likewise, Applicants 
request a refund of this surcharge as the application was complete 
upon filing. 

« any other fees are due and owing, or if any further refund 
is warranted. Applicants authorize the Patent Office charge or 

. , i_ M _ na-2290 A duplicate copy of this sheet 

credit Deposit Account No. 08 22yu. ^ a y 

is enclosed for this purpose. 

I„ view of the foregoing. Applicants respectfully request the 
Patent Office to grant this application a filing date of March 14, 
1997. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Rdbert M. Barrett 
Hill, Steadman & Simpson 
A Professional Corporation 
8 5th Floor - Sears Tower 
Chicaqo, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312/876-0200 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANTS 



I hereby that this correspondence is being deposited Wiethe 

a p S at F enSa C nd a ?rad M emar k s, Washington, 



addressed to. -~ 

D.C. 20231 on August 22, iyy / 




HON. COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS 6e TRADEMARKS 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20231 BOX 7 




PLEASE APPLY A RECEIPT STAMP HERETO AND MAIL TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THE ATTACHED: 

Reissue Appl f n; 5 unexec. 
declarations w/att'd app; 
2 transmittal ltrs, T itle 
Rej*o>r ^oc€>f«sfr<B«f ; ckZ tor 
$25.00; ck for $1076.00 
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attempt made beyond the two year limit to **** ** 
reissue into a broadening reissue) cert, demed 476 U.S. 

"^reissue application is considered fded within 
2yearsof the patentgrantif filed on the2-year anniver- 
sary date of the patent grant: see Switzer& Ward v. Sock- 
man & Brady, 142 USPQ 226 (CCPA 1964) for a similar 
rule in interferences. 

Form Paragraphs 14.12 and 14.13 may be used in 
rejections based on improper broadened reissue 
claims. 

1 14.12 Rejection, 35 U.S.C. 251, Broadened Claims After TWo 

^"ciaim [11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 25 1 as being broadened in a 
reissue application filed outside the two year statutory penod. 12]. 

| 

Examiner Note: ... . 

The claim limitations that broaden the scope ^should °e '°enuf.ed 
and explained in bracket 2. See MPEP § 706.03« and 8 1412.03. 

1 14.13 Rejection, 35 U.S.C. 251, Broadened Claims Fded by 

'^aim IU rejected under 35 U.S.C 251 as being improperly 
broadened in a reissue application made and sworn to by the ass.gnee 
and not the patentee. 

1413 Drawings [R-l] 

37 CFR 1174. Drawings. 

(a) The drawings upon which the original patent was issued maybe 
used in reissue applications if no changes whatsoever are to be .made in 
the drawings. In such cases, when the reissue application is filed, the 
applicant must submit a temporary drawing which may ~"««^ a «W 
of the printed drawings of the patent or a photoprint of the original 
drawings of the size required for original drawing. 

(b) Amendments which can be made in a reissue drawing, that is, 
changes from the drawing of the patent, are restricted. 



If transfer of the patent drawings to the reissue 
application is desired, a letter requesting transfer of 
the drawings from the patent file should be filed along 
with the reissue application. 

If transfer of the original drawing is contemplated, 
applicant must submit a copy of the original drawing 

The drawings of the original patent may be used in 
lieu of new drawings, provided that no alteration what- 
soever is to be made in the drawings, including cancel- 
ing an entire sheet. 

When the reissue case is ready for allowance, the 
examining group makes the formal transfer of the orig- 
inal drawing to the reissue case >, notation thereof 
being entered on the file wrapper of the patented 



file < Additional sheets of drawings may be added, but 
no changes can be made in the original patent drawings. 

1414 Content of Reissue Oath or 
Declaration [R-2] 

37 CFR 1. 1 75. Reissue oath or declaration. 

(a) Applicants for reissue, in addition to complying with the 
requirementsof§1.63.mu S talsofilewiu.theirapplicationsastatement 

under oath or declaration as follows: 

(1) When the applicant verily believes the original patent to be 
wholly orpartlyinoperativeorinvalid,statingsuchbelief and thereasons 

^ (2) Whenitisclaimedthatsuchpatentissoinoperativeorinvalid 
»byreasonofadefectivespecir.cationordrawing,»particularlys P ec,fy- 

^^tnen it is claimed thatsuch patent is inoperative or invalid 
"by reasonofthe patentee claimingmore or less than he hada»gh«to 
cWminthepatenCdistinctlyspecifyingtheexcessorinsufficiencyinthe 

claims. 

(5) Eculwiy specifying the errors relied upon, and how they 

°(6)Tating ,hat said errors arose "without any deceptive inten- 

Hon" on the part of the applicant. 

(7) ALowledgingmedutytodisclosetotheOfriceallinforma- 

tion known to applicants to be material to patentability as defined in 

' ^MCorioboratlngaffidavitsor declarations of others may be filed 
and the examiner may. in any case, require additional information or 
affidavits or declarations concerning the application for reissue and its 
object. 

The reissue oath or declaration is an essential part of 
a reissue application and must be filed with the applica- 
tion or within the time set under 37 CFR 1.53* >(d)<(l). 
The question of the sufficiency of the reissue oath or dec- 
laration filed under 37 CFR 1.175 must in each case be 
reviewed and decided personally by the primary exam- 
iner (see MPEP § 1414.03). 

Reissue oaths or declarations must point out very 
specifically what the defects arc and how and when the 
errors arose, and how and when errors were discovered. 
If additional defects or errors are discovered after filing 
and during the examination of the application, a supple- 
mental reissue oath or declaration must be filed pointing 
out such defects or errors and how and when they arose 
and how and when they were discovered. Any change or 
departure from the original specification or claims rep- 
resents an "error" in the original patent under 35 U.S.C. 
251 and must be addressed in the original, or a supple- 
mental, reissue oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.175. 
The statements in the oath or declaration must be ot 
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